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Our maize sales have continued to increase in 2010 with the new early hybrids Kaspian and Kougar both taking a big slice of the UK market this season after very successful results last year. 2009 was generally a late overall growing season for the maize crop and it again highlighted the benefits and advantages of growing these earlier, higher feed value varieties, particularly in the more marginal areas of the west and north.
 After the very long hard winter we have just experienced soil temperatures have been very slow to creep up this spring and with the cold easterly air stream  still prevailing in all areas most conventional maize growers are likely to hold off drilling for the time being, until the soil temperature reaches a minimum of 8 degrees C.
However growers using plastic have been actively planting for the last couple of weeks now, as the dry weather has produced the right soil conditions for them to make a start and they do need to plant early to gain from the benefit of the mulch system.

With over 4,000 plots of maize to drill this spring we are at last making a start with planting the first of our KWS/Huntseeds near market and screening trials at Radstock near Bath this week, where we have already drilled a demo site under plastic mulch last week, on what is quite a difficult site at 600 feet above sea level.
